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ABSTRACT

As part of the RuBab project—a phonetic acronym for Rural Babylonian
Settlements—co-funded by the National Science Center (Polish NCN) and Horizon Europe
2020, an archaeological survey was conducted in the area east and southeast of Nippur. One of
the survey's objectives was to rediscover Ishan Hafudh, a rural settlement inhabited from the
Early Dynastic period to the mid-first millennium BCE. Raymond Dougherty had visited a site
by this name during his archaeological survey in January 1926, but its coordinates and location
had since been lost to history. This article aims solely to present the correct geographical location
of Ishan Héfudh to the wider scientific community by publishing it electronically in open access
format without delay.

Keywords: RuBab project, Rural Babylonian Settlements, National Science Center, Horizon
Europe 2020, archaeological survey, Nippur, Ishan Hafud, rural settlement, geographical location,
Early Dynastic period, first millennium BCE, Raymond Dougherty, 1926, open access, and
electronic publication.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Within the framework of the project RuBab (acronym of short title: Rural Babylonian
settlements)' co-funded by the National Centre of Science (NCN) and Horizon Europe 2020, a
survey of the region to the East and Southeast of Nippur was conducted. One of the goals was to
rediscover Ishan Hafudh? a rural site occupied roughly from Early Dynastic times until the middle
of the Ist millennium BC. A site of this name was visited by Raymond Dougherty during his survey
in January 1926 and since then its position was lost in the fog of history.’ It is the sole aim of this
article to present the proper geographical position of Ishan Hafudh to the wider scientific
community via open access publication without further delay.*

2. Towards a Re-identification of Ishan Hafudh

The basis for research within the RuBab project is formed by the pioneering work published
over 40 years ago by Robert McCormick Adams at the Oriental Institute Chicago (now ISAC) and
the more recent, state-of-the-art broadband survey conducted by the QADIS project led by Nicolo
Marchetti based at the University of Bologna.’ During the preliminary reconnaissance campaign of
project RuBab in Spring 2024, the location of the site of Ishan Hafudh had to be re-established as
neither Adams nor Nicold Marchetti during his QADIS survey 2016-18 mentioned a site of this
name.

' Acknowledgements: The author wants to thank Ali Obeid Shalgham (Director-General of SBAH), Ahmad Abdul
Jabbar Khamas and Luma Juda of SBAH as well as Rajwan Faisal al-Mayaliand and Jaafar Jotheri, University of
Al-Qadisiyah, for their invaluable help during the fieldwork in 2024. Work would have not been as successful in this
carly stage of the project without the friendship and help of local people from Afak, including Mustafa Ziara Abdul
Sada and Haider Luaibi (SBAH) as well as Jawad Kazim Al-Jubouri. During this campaign the drone work and
surveying was done by Kourosh Mohammandkhani (Shahid Beheshti University) and Ali Al-Gburi (SBAH
Diwaniyah/Newcastle University). This research is part of the project No. No. 2022/45/P/HS3/03924 co-funded by the
National Science Centre and the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under the Marie
Sktodowska-Curie grant agreement no. 945339. For the purpose of Open Access, the author has applied a CC-BY
public copyright license to any Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) version arising from this submission.

Full title: “Rural settlements in Southern Babylonia during the early "Age of Empires" (ca. 720-150 BC)”. To conduct
archaeological research on countryside during the early age of empires was inspired also by the surprisingly continuous
occupation of traditional Sumerian sanctuaries like the Ekur temple after the Neo-Assyrian period (until at least the late
Seleucid period) which could be shown now also according to the archaeological evidence (Schneider 2023). For
further results from the 2024 campaign see Schneider 2025 and Schneider forthcoming.

2 The chosen variant of transcription preserves the historical writing of the site as recorded by Raymond Dougherty,
although without the voiceless pharyngeal fricative H to preserve compatibility within the fields of Assyriology and
Mesopotamian Archaeology. The full historical version of the name would therefore be Ishan Hafudh with a modern
transcription Ishan Hafudh.

* Dougherty 1926.

* More in-depth analyses will follow.

> Adams 1981. Marchetti et al 2017; Marchetti et al 2020.
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Fig. 2: Carolin Johansson, and Rune Rattenborg, 'Ishan Hafudh: a Pleiades place resource’, Pleiades: A Gazetteer of
Past Places, 2023 <https://pleiades.stoa.org/places/606664759> [accessed: 05 March 2024].

A supposed position® was approximated ahead of the start of project RuBab in the same
environs as the point which was published online at the Peiades gazeteer of ancient sites.’
Obviously, similar parameters had been used by the authors of this entry which led to wrong
conclusions without ground-truthing. This included the wrong combination of the “Badr” of
Dougherty with modern Al-Budair which is a more modern designation of an agglomeration
adjoining the former ‘Ibra and absorbing the latter as a mere quarter of the settlement.

® UTM (WGS 84, 38 S) 539756.10 E, 3535735.65 N.
7 Carolin Johansson, and Rune Rattenborg, 'Ishan Hafudh: a Pleiades place resource', Pleiades: A Gazetteer of Past
Places, 2023 <https://pleiades.stoa.org/places/606664759> [accessed: 05 March 2024]. See Fig. 2
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Fig. 1: Position of ISHAN HAFUDH indicated below BADR on detail from the plan of surveyed sites by Dougherty
1925-26.

Dougherty located Ishan Hafudh “less than a mile south of Badr”.®

After establishing the correct position of the village (Sheikh) Badr,’ not to be confused with
Al-Budair, the latter a relatively new designation which nowadays includes the site called ’Ibra
mapped by Dougherty in 1926 (Fig. 1)."° The approximate center between the mounds that

comprise the site of Ishan Hafudh lies at UTM (WGS 84, 38 R) 535110.04 E, 3536856.69 N. and
therefore nearly 5 km to the West from the position of the current entry in Pleiades.

The area which comprised the mounds known to Dougherty as Ishan Hafudh in 1926 was
later known from the cadastre maps of 1970ies as Ishan Abu Hayayah (“father of the snakes”) and
was more recently designated as “Ishan Abu Hayan” within the QADIS Survey project led by

Nicolo Marchetti (Bologna) ca. 2016-18."" Mounds of Ishan Hafudh include as well Ishan Joha
from the same cadastre, designated as Ishan Jokha by the QADIS team.

¥ Dougherty 1925-26, 41.

? German transcription “Bedr”. Not to be confused with Al-Budair, a modern settlement which incorporates the earlier
toponym of ‘Ibra/’Ebre. A cadastre map was thankfully provided to me by Ali Adnan, a civil engineer from the region,
on the initiative of Haider Luaibi (SBAH ‘Afak). Haider provided also invaluable help to get to the different sites
visited in 2024.

' This most probably also confused the position in the Pleiades gazetteer of ancient sites (entry by Johannson and
Rattenborg 2023).

"' The latter might be a mistaken reading of “Ishan Hayat” by the compilers of historical map material, according to
personal communication with Riyadh Hatem (SBAH Baghdad).
Bernhard Schneider. 4 All rights reserved © 2026 isin.qu.edu.iq
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The Legend of Ishan Joha (after Hadi Abd el-Hussein from the region of Bolan, Al-Budair)

Once, a well perfumed man came to Ishan Jokha and was attacked by a snake which was
strangling him. When it tried to bite him, it smelled the perfume and let go of the man. The next
year, another well perfumed man came to Ishan Jokha and was attacked again by a snake. And
again, it was strangling him until it smelled the perfume and let go of the man. Another year
happened the same thing, until a man came and killed the snake! Then he was offered the treasure
of Ishan Joha, tablets (kitab i. e. cuneiform tablets). He took the tablets and sold them to an English
man.

It is possible, that this story carries some memories from the time when a local man sold to
an English (speaking) man the bullae. The latter can be most probably identified with Raymond P.
Dougherty (American) who bought an inscribed brick and 80 partly inscribed bullae, plus three
additional ones bearing several lines of inscriptions in replacement of unfinished stamps, thus
providing the evidence for the tablets mentioned in this story.

3. Some preliminary conclusions concerning the newly established geographic setting of Ishan
Hafudh

With a position of only ca. 12 km distance to Isin, it is much more understandable why at
Ishan Hafudh existed a well of burnt bricks during the time of Ur-Ninurta of the first dynasty of
Isin.'? The site had strategic value, lying on the bend of an ancient channel, probably deriving from
the Euphrates of Nippur (ca. 22 km to the NW), with Puzrish-Dagan/Drehem (ca. 12 km to NW),
only a short distance from the probable position of Tummal/Dlehim (ca. 5 km to NE) leading to the
capital Isin (ca. 12 km to the SW). The probable existence of public buildings already during Ur
[I1/Isin-Larsa times witness the early importance of this rural area, probably shaped by agriculture,
as is shown by the scatter of earlier clay sickles. On the Northeast Mound a large rectangular
structure of ca. 240 x 160 m, probably to be identified as a temple, is badly affected by looting pits
and cut by a modern canal.

The statement of Dougherty is still valid that in all likelihood the early 5th century bullae
derived from the “Neo-Babylonian™ occupation at the mounds which comprise what the locals
called Ishan Hafudh."> However, it remains to be shown, if the bullae which are according to
Ehrenberg datable roughly to the beginning of the 5th century BC derive from a smaller mound in
the South East of Ishan Hafudh or from South Mound (Ishan Joha)."* Coming back to the tale,
preserved in local lore, the snake could very well be a hint pointing to a mound at Ishan Hafudh."

Any historization of the period dominated by the first dynasty of Isin can now include Ishan
Hafudh in its proper geographic position. The early 5th century BC bullae derive from a local
administration center, probably to be found in the mounds of Ishan Hafudh (i. e. Ishan Abu

12 Frayne 1990, 64-65 (E4.1.6.1 Ex. 43). The whereabouts of this brick are unknown. It is not in Yale as other objects
from Dougherty’s survey of 1925-26. Therefore, it probably went to the Iraqi National Museum in Baghdad.

13 Dougherty 1925-26.

' Ehrenberg 2000. Also the broader definition of Ishan Hafudh keeps open this possibility.

'S From preliminary observations concerning the pottery on the surface of Ishan Joha, a major first millennium BC
occupation seems to be rather unlikely. This mound shows predominantly Middle Babylonian material and perhaps
some more limited Ur IIT until Isin/Larsa material.
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Hayyayah and Ishan Joha). The ongoing research on the rural Babylonian countryside within
project RuBab will bear further information from a still understudied area inclusive the
geomorphology.
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The Isin journal dedicated a special issue to honour Abdulamir Al-Hamdani (1967-2022), recognising his
significant contributions to preserving and promoting Iraqi heritage.

Dr. Abdulamir Al-Hamdani, who died on April 29, 2022, in Nasiriyah, Iraq, at age 55, was among the most
influential Iragi archaeologists of his generation. His life's work was deeply intertwined with Iraqi
archaeology—so much so that he named one of his sons ‘Uruk’. His commitment to the field ultimately led
to his role as Minister of Culture. His passion for Iraqgi art and culture, together with his accomplishments,
motivated many Iraqgi archaeologists and local communities to actively protect Iraqg's vulnerable cultural
heritage. More about his life and work can be found here: Jotheri, J., & Lawrence, D. (2022). OBITUARY
ABDULAMIR AL-HAMDANI (1967-2022). Iraq, 84, 3-5. https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2022.14
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