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The Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (CDLI): A free
database of all cuneiform texts
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Jacob L. Dahl, University of Oxford

Bertrand Lafont, CNRS Nanterre
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ABSTRACT

Since its inception in 1998, the Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (https://cdli.earth) has
become the global authority index for inscribed artifacts of the cuneiform world, providing an
essential reference for a corpus of half a million historical documents that form an important part
of the world’s written heritage. The CDLI infrastructure is now foundational to the study of the
history of the pre-Classical Middle East and an exemplary resource for digital humanities
scholarship in the field of cuneiform studies and beyond. The present overview offers a summary
and an introduction to the research database that continues to form the core of its mission. We
also describe related data collections that have grown from the primary tables of the CDLI over
the years, and how these are gradually expanding the reach of the catalogue well beyond its
original intent. Moreover, we review current features for data acquisition and download and how
to contribute to and augment the database using the CDLI crowdsourcing interface. Finally, we
review plans for the future development of the website interface and data model into a
multi-language format, allowing Arabic, Farsi and Turkish-speaking audiences increased access
to an essential part of the cultural heritage of the Middle East.

Keywords: Digital Library for Cuneiform Texts (CDLI) initiative, cuneiform writing, digital
humanities, cultural heritage of the Middle East, research database, archaeological find
cataloging, crowdsourcing, multilingual format.
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The Isin journal dedicated a special issue to honour Abdulamir Al-Hamdani (1967-2022), recognising his
significant contributions to preserving and promoting Iraqi heritage.

Dr. Abdulamir Al-Hamdani, who died on April 29, 2022, in Nasiriyah, Iraq, at age 55, was among the most
influential Iragi archaeologists of his generation. His life's work was deeply intertwined with Iragi
archaeology—so much so that he named one of his sons ‘Uruk’. His commitment to the field ultimately led
to his role as Minister of Culture. His passion for Iraqi art and culture, together with his accomplishments,
motivated many Iragi archaeologists and local communities to actively protect Iraqg's vulnerable cultural
heritage. More about his life and work can be found here: Jotheri, J., & Lawrence, D. (2022). OBITUARY
ABDULAMIR AL-HAMDANI (1967-2022). Iraq, 84, 3-5. https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2022.14
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